
NISP® Canada Commemorates First Year of Operation

Canada’s National Industrial Symbiosis Program (NISP® Canada) received funding from all three 
levels of government in 2017, allowing it to launch Canada’s first NISP® initiative in October of that 
year. Canada is the 31st nation globally to implement such a program.  NISP® Canada was 
successful in procuring funding in large part because of the proven ability of NISP® initiatives to 
deliver a host of triple bottom line benefits, including: 

Job creation and retention, and the creation of new business networks 
Innovation with new uses for resources generating new revenue streams 
Reduced air and water emissions 
Reduced waste generation, and reduced landfill volumes 

From an initial staffing level of one – NISP® Canada Director, Tracy Casavant – the team grew within 
a matter of weeks to staff located in Vancouver, Edmonton, and Calgary.  Before the year was out, 
initial workshops were held in the project pilot regions of Metro Vancouver and Greater Edmonton. 

240 workshop attendees, representing a broad variety of manufacturers, entrepreneurs, 
government bodies, researchers, and not-for-profits. 
1200 resource types have been catalogued, including a variety of biomass types, plastics, 
metals, paper, bricks, wooden pallets, as well as a range of professional and research 
expertise. 
Over 1900 potential synergies have been identified.  NISP® Canada practitioners are busy 
following up with workshop participants, working to convert these ideas for resource 
sharing or waste re-purposing into new viable business relationships. 

These initial results have helped generate interest in expanding NISP® to a number of other regions 
of Canada. The NISP® Canada team is looking forward to having similar successes in those areas. 

Program Funders : 

NISP® Canada is operating as a program of Light House Sustainable Building Centre 
For further information on NISP® Canada, please visit: www.nispcanada.ca 

NISP® Canada, 90 – 425 Carrall St. Vancouver, BC  V6B 6E3 
604-677-3126 ext. 9307 | info@nispcanada.ca 

The NISP® Canada team wishes to acknowledge and thank the funders and supporters shown 
below, without whom our initiative could not have been launched. 

Over the course of the past year, four more workshops were held in these two regions. Overall, 
NISP® Canada results to-date can be summarized as: 

Program Supporters : 


